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ReThink, Re-Imagine  

As a child of the late 60’s and early 70’s I remember singing along to John Lennon’s, Imagine. 
The song begins: 

   Imagine there's no heaven 
It's easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us only sky 

Imagine all the people 
Living for today... 

 

Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 

Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion too 

Imagine all the people 
Living life in peace... 

 
The song concludes: “I hope someday, you’ll join us and the world will live as 
one.”  What strikes me now is Lennon’s line “no religion too.” According to him, a               
major obstacle to a peaceful world is religion.   
 

In some respects he is right. Throughout history religion has often been a barrier rather 
than a bridge; a sentiment that still holds true for many. Recent national surveys point 
to a growing disinterest in organized religion, especially among young people. Many 
today will say, “I am spiritual, but not religious.” By that they mean they believe in a 
God, but do not desire to participate in a religious institution. They are intrigued by           
Jesus, his teachings, his compassion, and his efforts to bring peace and justice to the 
world; it is the church that troubles them. And they will point to abuses of power; of 
wars in the name of God; of self-serving rather than self-giving.  
 
I would point out that without the work of religious institutions our community would be 
a poorer place. The majority of the hospitals in the Twin Cities have their origins in                     
religious communities; most scout troops originated in churches; the homeless find  
food and shelter in churches or  centers started by people of faith; and church is home 
for the majority of AA groups. 
 
I say this not to defend the church, but to remind us that—at our best—we are a people 
who bring the compassion of a heavenly God to people here and now. From the begin-
ning Jesus asked his followers to feed the hungry, visit the imprisoned, care for the ill 
(Matt. 25:31-46). He imagined the church as a banquet feast where the left-out are  
welcomed in (Matt. 22:1-10). We do much of this at White Bear Lake UMC, yet we  
have room to grow in outreach and compassion. 
 
Our Lenten theme is ReThink Church. As one man put it to me Sunday, “This is a time 
for all of us to re-imagine church.” Let us together imagine a world which lives in peace 
because there are religious communities like White Bear Lake United Methodist 
Church. 
 
Blessings, 
Bryce 
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Joys, Concerns, Notes 

Blessings to— 
     Stacy and Gary Smith became parents to Grayden (Grady) 
Robert Smith on February 16. He's a very healthy-looking 
boy; everyone is doing well! Grady’s grandparents are Terry 
and Marilyn Isaacson.  
 

Thank you— 
     Dear Church Staff and Congregation, Your thoughtfulness 
during the holiday season was greatly appreciated; I truly           
enjoyed the gift basket and poinsettia plant.  
    - Elaine Nickolaus 
 

Remember to— 
     Spring ahead on hour for Daylight Savings Time which 
begins March 14.  

What is the fastest thing on earth? 
 

Bullet? Nah … 
Sound? Not quite ....  

Light? Almost …..  
 

Answer: Prayer—because it reaches 
heaven even before we can say it. 

 

Our Prayer Team supports this  
community with prayer.  

Add a name of someone,  
or something, you care for at:  

WBLUMC 
651-429-9026, 
or Julie Jacot:  
ljjacot@q.com  
651-777-3728 

  

Prayer Is The World's Greatest  
Wireless Connection!   

The Kenneth L. Janzen Scholarship 
 

Ken Janzen loved the educational process. After a number of years of post-high school                 
education, he continued his passion for involvement in the higher education process as a 
college professor and  administrator until his retirement. As a student, the availability of 
scholarship money was a factor in allowing him to continue with his education. His family and 
friends have established this scholarship in his name to honor him, and keep his               
memory alive. 
 

The five hundred dollar ($500) Kenneth L. Janzen Scholarship is intended to assist stu-
dents who have completed at least one year  of post-high school education with the cost of 
continuing their schooling. The student must be working towards an accredited degree or 
certification following the completion of degree, e.g. teaching certification.  
 

Scholarship Eligibility Requirements 
† Applicant must be a current member of the White Bear Lake United Methodist Church; 
† Applicant must have finished a least one year of college education; 
† Applicant must submit the application on or before April 30, 2010; 
† Applicant must submit an official transcript of his/her post high school education. 
 

Applications may be obtained from the church office at the address below. Call 651-429-
9026 for more information. Submit the completed application—along with the transcript—to:  
 
White Bear Lake United Methodist Church 
Attn: Ruth Janzen 
1851 Birch Street 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 



Connecting Faith, Community, and Service 

BeFriender Ministry  
Welcomes New Program Leaders 

 

On Sunday, March 7, Barb Hinz and Roberta Schmidt 
will be commissioned as Program Leaders for                            
BeFriender Ministry. They attended a four day training 
event in January, presented by staff of the national                   
BeFriender Ministry office, in preparation for leadership.   
 
BeFrienders are specially trained volunteers who                          
provide a listening presence to those in need. They 
reach out to those who are in care centers, homebound, 
grieving, dealing with illness or experiencing difficult life 
transitions. Active BeFrienders at WBLUMC are: 
 

 Ruth Brink  Clare Herrick 
 Dave Hegdahl  Leslie Plauda 
 Susan Torgerson Marcia Lantto 
 Connie Catlin  Shirley Hegdahl 
 Kathy Siegle  Cecile Cozad 
 John Stucky  Mary Sullivan 
 Julie Jacot 
 

The BeFriender Ministry is a quiet, behind-the-scenes 
ministry that extends the pastoral care in our congrega-
tion far beyond what our two pastors could accomplish. 
As Barb and Roberta take leadership, the program is 
positioned to continue to enhance the loving and caring 
atmosphere of our congregation.  

YogaDevotion 
 

Early Spring Session:   
* March 2, through April 20, 2010 

* Tuesday evenings from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm 
* $50.00 for 8 week session  

(20% of fee is donated to WBLUMC) 
Skill level:  Beginner to intermediate  

New students welcome! 
For more information contact Barb Dean: 
612-508-6451, or bwdean@comcast.net. 

Signup sheet in Fellowship Hall. 

Day on the Hill, and  
March Letter Writing Event 

 

The Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) is holding 
its annual Day on the Hill on March 25. Day on the Hill is 
the largest interfaith lobbying day in the state. The day will 
begin with a gathering at the River Center with Keynote 
Speaker, Rabbi Kravitz, Senior Rabbi at Adath Jeshurun 
Congregation in Minnetonka, and legislative briefings on 
issues relating to health care, housing, education and 
more. Buses will take attendees to the capitol to meet with 
legislators. For more information or to register for Day on 
the Hill go to www.jrlc.org.   

If you are unable to attend the event at the capitol you have 
an opportunity to address the same issues in letters to your 
legislators that evening, Thursday, March 25, at 7pm during 
the Church and Society Letter Writing Evening.  
    

“The Soloist” 
Movie Night and Conversation 

March 14,  6:30pm 
 

In 2005 the only thing hurting Los Angeles Times                       
columnist, Steve Lopez, more than his face from a recent 

bike accident, was his pressing need for story ideas.                     
That is when he discovers Nathaniel Ayers, a mentally ill, 
homeless street musician who possesses extraordinary 

talent, even through his half-broken instruments. Inspired 
by his story, Lopez writes an acclaimed series of articles 

about Ayers and attempts to do more to help both him and 
the rest of the underclass of LA have a better life. However, 
Lopez's good intentions run headlong in the hard realities 
of the strength of Ayers' personal demons and the larger 

social injustices facing the homeless.    
 

Join us for a viewing of this true story  
followed by discussion.  

Pop and popcorn will be served; childcare available. 

 

You’re Invited to  
The Saint Paul Men’s Chorus  

Annual Spring Concert  
Sunday, March 28 at 3:00 pm 

Salem Lutheran Church 
11 West Bernard  - West St. Paul 

The chorus is directed by Clayton Miller.  

Men’s Softball Starts! 
Men’s (adult) softball begins in April; teams 

will play Wednesday nights at Lakewood Hills 
Park, White Bear Lake. The cost is $50.  

If interested please contact                                
Clint Hallmark ASAP: 651-653-9920.  

Join us for great Christian Fellowship. 



The Mission of the Month for March is the Minnesota 
Food Share Food Drive, a program of the Greater 
Minneapolis Council of Churches.  As many of you 
are aware, our Church has been actively participating 
in this event for the past several years. The following 
are just a few of the reasons why the this food drive is 
so important: 

† All of your donations go directly to the White Bear 
Lake Food Shelf. 

† The greater the donations to the local food shelf 
during the month of March, the greater the local 
food shelf’s share of contributions from the MN 
Food Share incentive food fund. 

 

† The March Food Drive is responsible for more 
than half the food distributed by the food shelf 
throughout the year. 

† Since 2000, the number of Minnesota children 
living in extreme poverty has doubled. Minne-
sota’s children are growing poorer faster than 
the nation’s children overall. 

† In the Twin Cities suburbs, the working poor  
make up 60% of the people who use food shelves. 

Please give generously. 
 

Be the change you wish to see in the world.    
~Mahatma Gandhi~ 

Mission of  the Month: Minnesota Food Share  

Time to Order Easter Flowers 

Third Annual Ice Golf  Tournament Nets $10,112 
 

The Bear’ly Open Ice Golf Tourney raised $10,112 for the White 
Bear Lake Emergency Food Shelf. Despite freezing rain, the               
January 23 event attracted nearly 200 golfers. WBLUMC                  
sponsored a golf hole and hosted the “Closest to the Pin”                  
Contest. Thanks to Phil Siegle, Paul Dickson, Tom Dalhoff, and 
Steve, Logan, Connor and Ryan Pedersen for their volunteer                  
efforts. 

United Methodist Women  
 

Dorcas Circle  
Meeting: March 10—9:00 am 

 Book Discussion on Blood Brothers  
by Elias Chacour and David Hazard 

Hostess: Marlena DeBauche 
Devotions: Sara Christensen 

 

Sarah Circle  
Meeting: March 8—6:00 pm  

Lenten Program by Betty Roppe  
Hostess: Home of Roberta Schmidt 

Co-Hostesses: Pam Riley and                                  
Carolyn Sayles 

Devotions: Eva Shipley  
 

Ruth Circle 
Meeting: March 17—1:00 pm  

Genocide again Darfur 
Leader: Marilyn Olson 

Hostesses: Ellyn Morton and  
Marion Hastings 

Devotions: Marilyn Olson  



Youth Activities 
Try something new!  Bring a friend!  Grow in your faith!   

Youth Mix (Pre School—12th grades) 
 
One Great Day of Service Youth Project  

Caring Hearts for Home-Bound Church Members 
Saturday, March 6, 2009 
Join us for hands-on projects with an afternoon of   visits to 
home-bound members of our church. We’ll be making 
cookies and other hand-made gifts. After our projects are 
completed, youth and accompanying adults will enjoy visits 
with our home-bound church members while delivering the 
hand-made treats. 
 
Signups are located on the youth bulletin board and in the 
Narthex; signup for one or both: 
∗ 10:00 am Brunch and Commissioning 
∗ 11:00-12:00 Baking/gift projects session 
∗ 12:00-2:30 Homebound visits 
∗ Parents and drivers needed for the afternoon. 
  
 

 
 

“Super ‘Sundaes’, Summer Activities Fair!” 
Sunday, March 7—10:00 am 
Build a great summer from all of the super, sizzling activi-
ties that we have lined up for you, and build a super sun-
dae to boot. (Several toppings for your bowl of ice cream 
await you at each station!) Don’t forget to bring your calen-
dars along!  
 
ASP Auction Sunday: March 7-14, 2010 
Before, Between & After Services 
Browse and bid on some unique and exciting auction items! 
All proceeds will support the youth Appalachian Service 
Project (ASP), July 2010. Contacts: Al and Nan Rausch. 
 

Tween/Middle School  (5th—8th grades ) 
 

Movie & Hobby Night 
Friday, March 26—6:30-10:00 pm 
It’s movie night with a twist! Let’s kick back and catch a 
movie (and, of course,  tasty movie munchies) in the middle 
school room; and share a favorite hobby. Whether it’s coin 
collecting, scrapbooking, making jewelry, woodworking, or 
another fun project, bring it along to show friends in our 
youth group. Feel free to bring along extra supplies to show 
others how to get started. (Don’t forget: this is a great        
opportunity to invite a friend! 
 
Senior High (9th—12th grades) 
 

WBLUMC Sr. High Café Cooks Breakfast In!   
Sunday, March 7—10:30 to 11:30 am  
Meet in the Downstairs Kitchen to cook up a tasty brunch 
and enjoy a morning gathering with friends! 
 
Sr. High Ice Skating at the Depot   
Sunday, March 14  1:30-5:30pm 
Grab your skates and glide!!!  We’ll skate and  enjoy a 
snack at a local restaurant.  
g Total cost: $13.00;$10 with group of 20.   
g We will carpool to/from Minneapolis.  
g Adult drivers/chaperones needed.  

Signups are on the youth bulletin board 
 
Weekly Youth Faith Formation/Fellowship  
Wednesdays and Sundays 
Grow in your faith through Bible study and discussions 
that are relevant to youth! What could be more fun? Try 
out a Sunday Morning (9:00-10:00am) and/or Wednesday 
Night (7:00-8:00pm) Tween (5th-6th), Middle School (7th-
8th) or High School (9th-12th) youth group! 

Children’s Ministries: 
Lenten Events 

 

Milestone Class 
Wednesday, February 17— 6:00 pm  
Attention fourth graders: Join us for our newest parent & 
student class on the 23rd Psalm.  We’ll talk about why this 
prayer is significant, learn a little about sheep, and partici-
pate in some Psalm Olympics.  We’ll also go over some 
tips on how to memorize this sacred poem. 
 

Sunday, March 7—9:00 am 
We’ll be recognizing the 4th grade Milestone students and 
their accomplishment of memorizing the 23rd Psalm. 
 

Sunday, March 21—10:00 am 
It’s the second annual Easter Craft Workshop!  We’ll have 
crafts, candle making, and cooking in the Fellowship Hall 
following the 9:00 service. Fun for the whole family. 
 

Sunday, March 28—9:00 am 
Back by popular demand: WBL’s Holiday Rotation                     
Sunday. After being dismissed to Sunday School, our                 
PK through 6th graders will meet in the theater to rotate                    
between three rooms. We’ll have Easter Egg dying, a                      
service project, and listen to the story of Easter.   
 

Easter Sunday!  
Sunday, April 4th at 9:00 am and 10:30 
The nursery will be open for children 0-3 years. Four year 

Contacts: Joan Hartman, Director Children’s Ministries— joan.hartman@wblumc.org 
 Beth Smith, Director of Youth Ministries—  beth.smith@wblumc.org  



WBLUMC Calendar of  Events 
March 1   
  UMW Board Mtg—7 pm 
March 2    
 Disciple—9:30 am 
 Gathering Mtg—1 pm 
 Christ of Celts—1 pm 
 Yoga—6 pm 
 Missions—6:30 pm 
 Trustees—7 pm 
 Explore Reconciling—7 pm 
 Staff Parish—7:30 pm  
March 3    
 Youth Council—6 pm 
 Good Samaritan Class—7 pm 
March 4   
 Men’s Breakfast—7:15 am 
 Big Book—10 am 
 First Light Class—10 am 
 Hospitality—7 pm 
March  6 
 One Great Day of Service!  
 AA 
March  7—Sunday 
 Milestones Recognized &  
 BeFriender Commission—9am 
 Super Sundaes Summer Fair 
 Sr. High Cook In—10:30 am 
 ASP Auction Opens 
 Scouts—7 pm 
March 8 
 Office Closed  
 Sarah Circle—7pm 
March 9   
 Disciple—9:30 am 
 Poetry & Prayer—1 pm 

 Church & Society—7pm 
March 10   
 Dorcas Circle—9:45am 
 Prayer Team—3 pm 
 Good Samaritan Class—7 pm 
March 11   
 Men’s Breakfast—7:15 am 
 The Gathering—9am 
 Big Book—10am 
 First Light—10 am 
 Kitchen Angels—2:30 pm 
 Girl Scouts—7 pm 
March  12 
 Seekers—10 am 
March 13   
 AA 
March 14—Sunday 
 ASP Auction Closes 
 Beyond Either/Or—10:30 am
 Sr. High Ice Skate—1:30pm 
 C&S Movie—6:30 pm 
 April Announcer Deadline 
March 15   
 Office Closed 
 Beyond Either/Or—10:30 am 
 Book Club—7pm 
March 16    
 Disciple—9:30 am 
 Poetry & Prayer—1 pm 
 Yoga—6 pm 
 Ad Council—7 pm 
March 17—St. Patrick’s Day  
 Ruth Circle—1pm 
 Good Samaritan Class—7 pm 
 

March 18    
 Men’s Breakfast—7:15am 
 Big Book—10am 
 First Light—10 am 
 Homemakers— 11:45am 
March 20   
 AA 
 Bridge—6:30 pm 
March 21—Sunday    
 Sr. High Café—9am 
 Easter Workshop—10 am 
March 23   
 Disciple—9:30 am 
 Yoga—6 pm 
 Poetry & Prayer—1 pm 
March 24   
 PEO Mtg—9 am 
 Prayer Team—3pm 
 Good Samaritan Class—7 pm 
March 25—Day on the Hill  
 Men’s Breakfast—7:15 am 
 First Light Class—10 am 
 Big Book—10am 
 C&S Writing—7 pm 
March 26   
 Seekers—10am 
 Movie & Hobbies (5-8 gr)  6:30p 
March 27 
 AA 
March 28—Palm Sunday 
March 30 
 Disciple—9:30 am 
 Yoga—6 pm 
March 31    
              Last Good Samaritan —7 pm         

5:15-5:50 pm  Jubilation Bells (Grades 5+)  

6:00 pm  Wednesday Night Meal in 

  Fellowship Hall  

6:00-6:30 pm  Children’s Choir (Grades 1-4)  

6:15-7:00 pm  Youth Choir (Grades 5-12)  

6:15-7:15 pm  Alleluia Ringers (Adults)  

6:30-7:00 pm  “This ’n That” (Grades 1-4)  

7:00-8:00 pm  Tweens’ Faith Formation (Grades 5-6) 

7:00-8:00 pm  G4G—Youth Game Room (Grades 7-8) 

7:00-8:00 pm  Confirmation (Grade 9) 

7:00-8:00 pm  TNT! Senior High Youth Room     

 (Grades 10-12) 

7:30-9:00 pm  Chancel Choir 
www.wblumc.org 

2010 Wednesday Night Schedule 



g From funerals to weddings and special events generous 
hands and hearts have brought many types of food to our 
kitchen for a variety of needs; pans, baking dishes and 
kitchenware remain. Please remember to stop in to see 
if your name is on one of these great items; all will be 
donated to Emma Norton if not picked up by each month’s 
end.   

 
g The Flower Chart is located in the hallway across from the 

church office.   
 
g Scripture Readers are always in demand. If you have 

interest in supporting the church on Sunday, connect with 
Ruth Brink at wbearister@aol.com, or 651.429.9708. 

 
g Custodial Needs are needed at least one week in 

advance. Email  tim.wallin@wblumc.org, or call the church 
office. Your request will be placed in the custodian mail box. 
Note: drawings for room set ups/special needs are 
appreciated.   

 
g The Sunday Bulletin Information is due to the church office 

on or before Thursday noon. Email information to the office 
at office@wblumc.org. 

 
g NEW: Going forward, The Announcer deadline will be set 

for the second Sunday of each month. This will give us 
time to print the newsletter, and have it mailed in advance of 
the next month. Information can be issued to 
communications@wblumc.org, emailed, or mailed to the 
church office. 

 
g The Big Book Study meets every Thursday in room 206. 

This is a closed, mixed group of Alcoholics Anonymous;             
the only requirement for AA is a desire to stop drinking. 

 
g Attention Coffee Servers—it is best if tables are set by the 

windows (not along the wall of the kitchen) on Sunday 
mornings; it helps with flow and is more gratifying for the    
coffee participants.  

 
g A Bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall is set up for posting 

information on selling/buying items, or posting a business 
card; please include a removal date. 

Come tweet with us: http://twitter.com/WBLUMC  

 

White Bear Lake  
United Methodist Church 

 
651-429-9026 

www.wblumc.org 
 

Office Hours  

   Tuesday—Friday  
                         8:00 am—4:00 pm  
 

Monday Emergency Number  
 

651-324-5084  

              
Staff 

 

Bryce Johnson 
Pastor 

bryce.johnson@wblumc.org 
 

Donna Dempewolf 
Pastor 

donna.dempewolf@wblumc.org 
 

Carolyn Sayles 
Office Administrator 

office@wblumc.org 
 

Amy Maakestad 
Director of Music Ministries 

amy.maakestad@wblumc.org 
 

Maggie Sabin 
Chancel Choir Director 

maggie.sabin@wblumc.org 
 

Joan Hartman 
Director of Children's Ministries 
joan.hartman@wblumc.org 

 

Beth Smith 
Director of Youth Ministries 
beth.smith@wblumc.org 

 

Kristi Ames 
Communications Director  

communications@wblumc.org 
 

Teresa Hyde 
Web Master 

webmaster@wblumc.org 
 

Karen Flynn 
Librarian 

 

Tim Wallin 
Maintenance  

tim.wallin@wblumc.org 
 

Mary Danielson 
Children’s Choir Director  

651.429.4208 

Wish List 
 
 

The Nursery is looking to acquire a dozen pagers to serve us in 
two ways: 

 

1. To act as a way of communication between the  
nursery and the parents in another part of the church; 
2. To stand as our security system for child pick up.  

 

For specifics surrounding this need, please call Joan Hartman, 
Sunday School Director at wblumc: 

 

651-429-9026 
Joan.Hartman@wblumc.org 

 
                          Thank you.  
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Change Service Requested.  

One Great Day of  Service  
March 6, 2010 

Many opportunities for all ages! 
 

Brunch and Commissioning—10:00 am  
 

Departure to the respective work sites/stations: 
∗  Youth Project: Caring Hearts for  

         Home-Bound Members 
∗  Health Kits for Haiti 

∗ Habitat for Humanity 
∗ Soldier Care Packages 
∗ UMCOR Education Kits 

∗ Feed My Starving Children 
 

Fellowship, coffee and cookies—2:30 pm 
 

j hite Bear Lake  
United Methodist Church  

          Welcomes You.  
 

We believe God loves and accepts each  
person equally. Guided by the teachings of 
Jesus Christ, we will practice hospitality          
and work to eliminate our prejudice.  
 

We value and respect the diversity of God's 
world and the gifts each person brings to our 
community.  
 

We invite you to share with us in the amazing 
grace of God's everlasting love. 


